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Newsletter #4                                                                                                        June 2020

"Justice consists not in being neutral between right and wrong, but finding out the right and upholding
it, wherever found, against the wrong."
                                                                                             Theodore Roosevelt
 

PLANS FOR RE-OPENING MGJ
     We are excited to announce our plans for re-opening our office and resuming intake
interviews and self-help center sessions.  This must be done in a gradual way with full
respect for everyone’s safety and CDC Guidelines.  We will re-open our office on June 8 but
strictly by appointment only as we get started.  No walk-ins will be allowed.  The Georgia
Legal Services Program office has not re-opened yet so the front door to the building will
remain locked for now.  For those patrons who have appointments, we will provide
instructions and explain our safety protocols before they arrive.  Intake interviews will be
done two days per week and self-help center sessions one day per week until we see that is
it is safe to increase our capacity.  Thanks for your patience.
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President's Page
     Two years ago, in June 2018, we opened the office of Middle Georgia Justice in downtown Macon. 
Rob Divis, a 2017 graduate of Mercer Law School, started as our first incubator attorney that same
month.  He had the office to himself until July when Debbie Aickelin started as our first employee as
Office Manager.  The dream of helping the efforts of others to reduce the justice gap in middle Georgia
was thus underway.  In addition to operating a lawyer incubator program, we started a lawyer referral
service in September 2018 and have been honored to have over 45 lawyers sign up as volunteers for our
Justice Brigade.  In May 2019, Mike Horner started as our first ever Executive Director.  We learned
quickly that there is no way to get a lawyer for everyone who needs one in a civil matter and, perhaps
more importantly, not everyone with a legal issue needs a lawyer.  They just need some degree of legal
assistance.  To that end, we opened our family law self-help center in late 2019 where qualified patrons
can complete court-approved family law forms on computers installed in our office for this purpose. 
They also get assistance with the completion of the forms which are then ready to be filed in court.  We
have other ideas for carrying out our revised vision to provide meaningful legal assistance, not just
lawyer referrals. 
     Unfortunately for us, and everyone else, the corona virus has wreaked havoc on our program.  We
closed our office in March and are just now getting started with a measured plan to gradually re-open
our office.  See the details elsewhere in this Newsletter.  We will get past this crisis and resume offering
our services with more to come this year.  We have helped a lot of people so far.  The dream has come a
long way in two short years thanks to the wonderful response of donors, volunteers, and supporters. 
We are most grateful for what you all have done so far.  We would not be where we are without you. 
Please know we will need your continuing support to allow us to sustain our efforts to improve the
quality of life in middle Georgia.  Check out our improved website at www.mgajustice.org, where you can
learn more about us, donate, and sign up to volunteer.  We welcome your input, suggestions, and
questions as we strive to get better at what we are doing.  Thank you and stay well.
 

Bill Adams, President
bill@mgajustice.org

http://www.mgajustice.org/
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478 719-4921

Meet Margie Barnes
     Margie and her husband had been separated for many years, and he went through many criminal/drug
problems during that time. Margie met someone else recently, her kids are grown, and she wanted to
divorce her husband. Our Executive Director agreed to help her and "learn on the job," and the court
granted the divorce. Now Margie has her old last name back and can move on with her life!
 

Pictured: Margie Barnes and Mike Horner
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Horner's Corner
     Like everything else in the world, the corona virus has delayed this newsletter. Our last one came out
during the holidays, which feels like a lifetime ago! Before we closed the office down to do our part to
flatten the curve, we were able to get the new Family Law Self-Center up and running and have helped
several people already. Sadly, several that had appointments for early March had to be cancelled, and we
are just now getting back to re-scheduling them to come in.  The good news is that, once we get up and
running, our Self-Help Center will be better than ever! Our grant funds from the American Bar
Endowment arrived in late March, and we have used those funds, per our grant budget, to purchase two
new computers for the Self-Help Center, a dedicated printer, and a subscription to Lexis to allow our
patrons to conduct legal research and research addresses for purposes of service of process. We are
chomping at the bit to fire this baby back up again!
     I have been coming into the office every day since the corona virus hit, but I have been safe. I live in
the Dannenberg, so this office is just a short walk down Third Street for me. In fact, with no one here, I
felt safer here than in the Dannenberg! We have tried to use this downtime to get some things in order
and attend to projects that were not pressing, but nevertheless were important. We have been writing
and submitting several grant applications. As stated above, the Self-Help Center has been beefed up. I
have even added some art and other personal touches around the office to help cheer things up a bit! I
am most proud that, during this downtime, we were able to secure a Platinum rating from GuideStar for
Middle Georgia Justice. This rating indicates to donors and foundations that we maintain the highest
level of transparency and accountability. Finally, several additions have been made to our website, so if
you have not been there in a while, please check us out!
     It has been very frustrating, and at times somewhat depressing, to have to take a break from helping
people. I am thankful we were able to use this time productively, but I am much more thankful that soon
we will get back to doing what we do best – helping people resolve their legal problems!
 

Mike Horner, Executive Director
mike@mgajustice.org 

Board Member Spotlight
     We are pleased and proud to announce that Veronica McLendon, one of our original Board members,
was sworn in on May 29 as President of the Macon Bar Association.  She will provide excellent
leadership for our local bar.  Congratulations Veronica!
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Board Member Spotlight
     Middle Georgia Justice is pleased to report Connie Williford, a member of our Board and our
Executive Committee, was honored by the Macon Bar Association on May 29 as the Lawyer of the Year
for 2020.  Her dedication to our community through her service to our local food bank, victims of
domestic violence, animal rescue, and the civil justice system, among other good causes, made Connie
an excellent choice for this high honor from the Macon Bar.  Earlier this year, she was named a recipient
of the Justice Robert Benham Community Service Award by the Chief Justice’s Commission on
Professionalism.  Congratulations Connie!  We are proud of you. 
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Donate Here

*|NPO_NAME|*

https://middlegeorgiajustice.networkforgood.com/projects/89617-general-fund
https://www.facebook.com/mgajustice/
https://twitter.com/mgajustice
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