Middle Georgia Justice

A TASTE
FOR
JUSTICE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019

The Society Garden
2389 Ingleside Avenue
Macon, GA 31204
5:30 pm to 10:00 pm

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to our first ever winetasting event, which we have aptly named
A Taste For Justice! We hope it will be a fun event as we use it to raise
money to fund our mission to close the justice gap in middle Georgia. Just
imagine if we could find a way to assure every litigant in our courts had a
lawyer or at least legal assistance in navigating the court process. So, enjoy
the wine and beer tastings and camaraderie as you consider the benefits
of increasing access to justice for our citizens. By helping people get the
legal services and assistance they need, you improve the quality of life in
our community through better processing and outcomes in court cases
and through opportunities for people to overcome obstacles to
employment, housing, and benefits. Perhaps even more importantly, by
helping people get heard and get a fair shake from their government
through the court system, you help our community move closer to our high
ideals of equal justice under law and justice for all.
Thank you for your support of this cause. Please help spread the word
about what we are doing as we work with our legal community, the Macon
Bar Association, Mercer Law School and Georgia Legal Services Program.
If all goes well, we plan to make this an annual event, something people
will look forward to each year, with the idea it will serve to remind our
community that we all need to have a taste for justice.
Bill Adams, President
Middle Georgia Justice

HORNER’S CORNER

As I continue to grow into my role as Executive Director, otherwise known as “learning on the
job,” I find this position more and more rewarding every day. I have seen folks who, when they
came in for their initial intake interview, were almost hopeless about their situation. But after
obtaining a favorable result, these same people have a new lightness and inner glow about
them.
It has also been inspiring to see the support we have received from the community, especially
lawyers, in the form of monetary support, volunteering, or just a plain ol’ “attaboy.” Almost
every time we have asked for help, a donation, or other support, the answer has been “yes.”
While there are many superstar supporters, one that sticks in my head is Mike Mayo. I had
known Mike by name, but never met him. Mike came to a luncheon we hosted a few weeks
back, and I sat next to him and got to know him. Immediately after the luncheon, Mike sent us
a personal donation, a firm donation, and signed up as one of our volunteers. Another example
is a very kind and supportive email I recently received from Ryan Roenigk at PeachCourt. I had
requested a waiver from PeachCourt of the fees charged for online filings on behalf of our
indigent clients. This is the response I received: “You're doing good work for people in need.
Waiving fees is the least we could do.” He then proceeded to take care of the whole thing and
get us set up for no-fee online filing.
The above are just two examples of the inspirational support I have personally seen, and I want
to thank each and every person who has supported us, in whatever way they can. We are
grateful for each and every donated item, each and every check, and each and every service
someone or some company has provided to help make this organization a success. “A Taste For
Justice” is not only about fundraising, it is also about celebrating with the people that have
supported us along the way. We plan to make this an annual celebratory event that grows each
year!

Mike Horner
Executive Director

OUR SPECIAL THANKS
We have been blessed from the outset with special people stepping up to help us get this
operation started and keep it going. In no particular order and at the risk of leaving
someone out, we offer our sincere thanks to:
Alex Permenter & all the staff at Alex’s PC Solutions
Ken Smith at Bibb Home Improvement & his subcontractors
Jimmy Braswell & Jerda Taylor at Lamb & Braswell, CPA’s
Scott & Dana Park at The Park Group
Chris Wrabel at MBG Office Systems
Mercer Law Students Shandi Kennedy, Graham Foster, Clay Allen & Emily Bottchen
Ryan Roenigk at PeachCourt
Bibb Superior Court Judge Phil Raymond & his staff attorney Bianca Nawrocki
Bibb Superior Court Clerk Erica Woodford & her staff
Probate Judge Sarah Harris & her staff
Bucky Askew & Sarah Babcock at Lawyers for Equal Justice
Marty Ellin & Erica Jackson at Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation
Mike Monahan & Karen Nix at the State Bar of Georgia
Len Horton & Carrie Raynor at the Georgia Bar Foundation
Tonja Khabir & Benjy Griffith at the Griffith Family Foundation
We are also grateful to the following for helping make this event work and for getting this
program done:
Meg & Brad Evans at the Society Garden
Circa Restaurant for the catering
Allan Bass, Certified Sommelier at Eagle Rock Distributing
Yash Patel at The Macon Beer Company
Derek Darity at LithoPress
Joe Watson for making the tickets

MIDDLE GEORGIA JUSTICE – A BRIEF HISTORY

It started with Mercer Law School Dean Daisy Floyd suggesting the idea of a lawyer incubator
program in Macon. She had been involved with the movement to start the first such program
in the State of Georgia. Those efforts included all the law schools in Georgia and the State Bar
of Georgia and led to the creation of Lawyers for Equal Justice in Atlanta, which opened in April
2016. Why not have a lawyer incubator program in Macon, Dean Floyd asked? After exploring
ways to start a lawyer incubator program in Macon, we settled on the approach of creating our
own entity, which would prove to be more effective by the flexibility it would afford us. After
much discussion and investigation into options for starting something new, the name Middle
Georgia Access to Justice Council was chosen and it was formed on October 16, 2017 as a
domestic non-profit corporation. Since it would take time to get IRS approval for 501(c)(3)
status, the Community Foundation of Central Georgia kindly agreed in November 2017 to be
our fiscal sponsor to aid in our early efforts to raise money. This was a huge help and we are
most grateful to Kathryn Dennis and Julia Wood for making this work. We were then fortunate
to get IRS approval for tax-exempt status on May 2, 2018, and we were able to start our
fundraising efforts in a more earnest fashion.
Our approach from the beginning was to make this project a collaborative effort of the Mercer
Law School, the Georgia Legal Services Program, and the Macon Bar Association. We exist to
complement the services already being provided to our citizens who need legal assistance and
cannot afford it.
We needed office space to get started, and as it developed, our local GLSP office had space
upstairs once occupied by the US Magistrate. After a lease was signed, we were fortunate to
have awesome assistance to get the office opened on June 1, 2018. Ken Smith of Bibb Home
Improvement donated the necessary renovations, Alex Permenter of Alex’s PC Solutions
donated the computers and telephones as well as the cabling and setup, local lawyers and
businesses donated the furniture, and Chris Wrabel at MBG Business Solutions donated the
copier/scanner. Now all we needed were lawyer participants in the fledgling incubator program.

Robert Divis was our first participant. A 2017 graduate of the Mercer Law School, he waited
until February 2018 to take the bar exam and learned he passed the bar in late May in time to
start with us on June 1, 2018. Rob had heard Fred Rooney when Fred spoke to a group of law
students. Fred founded the incubator movement in 2009 and came to Macon in September
2017 to help us get started. Trineice Hill, a 2014 Mercer Law graduate, started in the program
in November 2018. Nyonnohweah Seekie, a 2016 Mercer Law graduate, joined the program in
April 2019. Read more about the incubator program and our participants elsewhere in this
program.
Debbie Aickelin started as our office manager in July 2018 and helped us get organized. In
August 2018, we started seeking lawyer volunteers and got a great early response. In
September 2018, we started doing intake interviews for assignment to our volunteers. We have
been getting referrals from GLSP, the judges, the court clerks, lawyers, ministries, and agencies.
We have grown our volunteer list – the Justice Brigade – in order to try to keep up with the
need. Family law has been the dominant area of law for people seeking our assistance.
Innovative ways to meet that need were called for so we examined what was being done in
other counties around Georgia.
Mike Horner started as our executive director in May 2019 and hit the ground running. Among
his many tasks, he has taken on the creation of a family law self-help center in our office space.
Once completed, we will have two computer terminals with fillable family law court forms for
people to use with some assistance so that the court filings will be drastically improved. It is a
start. We will also be promoting limited legal consultations, unbundled services, clinics, and any
other idea we can come up with to leverage our limited resources to try to meet the needs the
best we can.
There is much more to be shared but please know that the progress we have made has been
made possible by generous contributions of money and time by lawyers, law firms, foundations,
citizens in our community, and more. Thank you all.

THE MIDDLE GEORGIA JUSTICE INCUBATOR PROGRAM
Lawyer incubator programs started about 10 years ago. There are over 70 such programs in the United States
today, with two in Georgia. We started our program in June 2018 when Rob Divis joined us as our first
participant. He moved on to the next phase of his career in August 2019. Trineice Hill started in November 2018
and Nyonnohweah Seekie started in April 2019. The concept is to provide a supportive setting for a young
lawyer to start a socially conscious solo law practice. The program provides office space, furniture, equipment,
technology, and lots of mentoring. The participant pays a fee of $7500 over the course of an 18-month program
and agrees to do 30 hours per month of pro bono and reduced fee legal services. It makes for a strong symbiotic
relationship – the program obtains a source of legal services for the people who need such services and cannot
otherwise afford it. The justice gap gets narrowed by attorneys building a practice in which they are getting
strong support from experienced lawyers. Herewith some quotes from our participants:
Rob Divis - “Good mentors are hard to come by in any profession and are very important to personal success
and professional development. Entering law as a second profession and coming from outside of Macon and Bibb
County, I would not have known how or where to look for a mentor. MGJ connected me with mentors whom I
trust in the way that I trusted the men who packed my parachute as a soldier – a trust that, outside of family, I
didn’t think I would ever experience again. More than anything else, that connection has paid dividends to me
and to my family and will for years to come. Thank you, Middle Georgia Justice.”
Rob’s website is www.divislaw.com . Rob specializes in Consumer Protection, Probate Issues, and Veterans Law.
Trineice Hill - “Those who have a voice must speak for those who are voiceless.” -Bishop Oscar Romero
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.” Proverbs 31:8.
“Middle Georgia Justice is bridging the legal gap in central Georgia. More often than not the most vulnerable
people in this community lack representation in legal matters. They are inadequately prepared to speak for
themselves and are therefore effectively voiceless. Whether it’s helping a mother obtain her license to obtain
steady transportation to work or helping families get their hard-earned deposit money back from former
landlords, the work Middle Georgia Justice does makes lives better and positively impacts the community. I am
happy that my firm was created under the incubator program of such a wonderful organization. The mentorship
and opportunities to serve the community have forever shaped Hill Legal Services, LLC, and the work we hope
to do in the Middle Georgia area.”
Trineice’s website is www.hilllegalservices.com. Trineice specializes in Immigration Law and Family Law.
Nyonnohweah Seekie - “MGJ has served as the perfect building grounds for my practice. I am glad to own a
legal practice, which is cautious as to the needs of the members in the community and aims to fill a critical void.
I am grateful for the support of the many board members, attorneys, volunteers, and employees of MGJ who
are constantly working towards closing the justice gap in Middle Georgia. I hope MGJ continues to grow and
positively impact many lives throughout the broad area.”
Nyonnohweah’s website is www.seekielawfirm.com. Nyonnohweah specializes in Criminal Law, Family Law
and Immigration Law
Those interested in becoming participants in our program should contact Professor Tim Floyd at
floyd_tw@law.mercer.edu.

DONATIONS & GRANTS – from the beginning through September 15, 2019
(Separate from Event Sponsorships)
We are grateful beyond words to the over 100 people and entities who have so generously supported us in the
early stage of our existence. Indeed, we would not be where we are without you! We hope to make you proud
and warrant your continuing support.
$25,000
Griffith Family Foundation
$5,000 - $24,999
Adams Law Firm - Brian Adams*
Bill & Cheryl Adams *
Bank of America Foundation
Community Foundation of Central
Georgia - Jeff & Katie Powers
Dozier Law Firm, LLC
Georgia Bar Foundation
Jones Cork LLP
Judicial Council of Georgia
Paul Knott PC *
Katherine McArthur, LLC
Peyton Anderson Foundation
- Honorable Marc Treadwell
Peyton Anderson Foundation
- Ed Sell III
State Bar of Georgia
Westmoreland, Patterson, Moseley
& Hinson, LLP
$1000-$4,999
Adams, Jordan & Herrington
Phil Bond
Community Foundation of Central
Georgia
- Albert & Bebe Reichert Fund
Cathy Cox & Mark Dehler
Chambless, Higdon, Richardson, Katz
& Griggs, LLP
Clark, Smith & Sizemore
Dellacona Law Firm
Timothy & Daisy Floyd *
Honorable Hardy Gregory Jr.
Hall, Bloch, Garland & Meyer, LLP
C. Brian Jarrard *
Norman & Frances Jarrard
Julia Magda **

Martin Foundation, Inc.
Martin Snow, LLP
John D. Reeves *
Jenny Walker
Stuart Walker *
Ed & Marcy Whitten
Connie Williford *
$500-$999
Bert Bivins
John D. Carey
Ron Daniels
John & Barbara Hurst
Steven Jarrard
Michael Lemon
Rebekah Myers *
William Noland *
Jeffrey Powers
James Rockefeller
Honorable Lamar W. Sizemore
Steven Stewart
Nancy Terrill
$250-$499
Timothy K. Adams
Childers & McCain
Ashley Deadwyler-Heuman *
Lisa M. Edwards
Jeanna Fennell
Jarome E. Gautreaux
William D. Gifford
Honorable Jeffrey B. Hanson
Kathy Kalish
Mary Katz
Ashley Tyson Mackin, PC
Macon Bar Association
Michael Mayo
Beverlyn Ming

Up to $249
Ronald & Debbie Aickelin
Honorable Jason Ashford
Mary Kay Bryan
Ivy Cadle
Jocelyn Daniel
Tomieka Daniel
Shelley Davidson
Jason Downey *
Lori Forbes
Karen Geiger
Wendy Glasbrenner
John Glover
Neal B. Graham
Joel M. Grist Jr.
Ellsworth Hall IV
Mary Beth Hand *
Wendy Heiman
Michelle Hendrix
Frank Horne
Mike Horner *
Greg & Jane Jordan
Jaime Kaplan
Pat Longan *
Veronica McClendon
Loretta & Helen Pinkston-Pope
Erik Pirozzi
Warren Plowden
Albert Reichert
Sam Rogers
Jack & Laney Sammons *
Mark Sanchez
Rachael Schell
Kay Shurden
Simpson Mediation Services
Amanda Smith
Janet Stovall
Tachunta Thomas
* Monthly Donor
** Quarterly Donor

SUCCESS STORIES

Middle Georgia Justice exists to help people of limited means get assistance for the wide array of legal problems
they encounter. The need is great. Through the efforts of our incubator lawyers and our volunteer lawyers –
the Justice Brigade, and through services we provide inhouse, we strive, the best we can, to secure real solutions
for real people with real problems. By areas of need, here is a taste of what we do.
Family Law
This is the largest area of need and covers the full range of issues which arise from the family setting. From
people who separated many years ago and never bothered to get a divorce to hotly disputed crises happening
right now over custody and visitation, we have been able to match up people with lawyers to help them with
divorces, contempt actions, modifications, legitimations and more. One example:
Macayla had one young child with her husband who was abusive, failed to support his family, and was on the
run due to criminal charges. Trineice Hill, one of our incubator attorneys, was able to get the divorce action
filed and get the husband to cooperate in the resolution of the divorce in a way that looked after the best
interests of Macayla and her child.
Landlord-Tenant
Unfortunately some landlords fail to provide habitable housing to their tenants who end up needing legal
assistance. One example:
Michelle was forced to vacate her apartment before the lease expired due to health problems from mold which
she paid herself to have inspected and confirmed. The landlord refused to refund her $750 security deposit
since she moved out early. As it turned out, the landlord failed to comply with Georgia law as to security
deposits. A letter to the landlord from one of our attorneys resulted in a full refund of the security deposit and
an agreement by the landlord not to seek any unpaid rent. In Michelle’s words: "Within several weeks, Mr.
Adams and his team were successfully able to get my full deposit of $750 returned to me. I will be forever
grateful for their dedication and support in helping me get my deposit back. I'm a struggling single mom and
this was a stressful and unfair ordeal I had to endure with the property company. Fortunately this nonprofit
organization stepped in to help me."
Property/Probate
Many homeowners in middle Georgia are living in homes actually titled in the names of their deceased parents
or even grandparents. Thus they are not able to sell the property or borrow against it and other problems can
arise. One example:
Willie had been paying the premiums for homeowners’ insurance on the house where he lived, but when a tree
fell on the house, the insurance company refused to pay because the house was titled in the names of his
parents who had died years earlier. Thanks to the assistance of Jenny Walker, one of our volunteer attorneys,
the title to the property has been cleared up and the claim has been paid.

ID’s & Driver’s Licenses
One must have a state issued ID card in order to do just about anything, including as to employment, housing,
and benefits. Likewise, for many, having a driver’s license is essential to the ability to earn an income. Obtaining
an ID or DL can be surprisingly complicated, sometimes requiring legal assistance, such as when an old civil
judgment resulted in a DL suspension. Two examples:
Willie was sure he was never served with the lawsuit which led to the judgment which led to his DL suspension
many years ago. Thanks to the assistance of David Addleton, one of our volunteer attorneys, a Motion to Set
Aside was filed and a granted. Now Willie will be able to take his wife to the medical treatments she needs. The
judgment against Memeshalone many years ago had gone dormant and then invalid but it still prevented her
from getting a DL. Thanks to inhouse assistance we provided, the Motion to Stay the invalid judgment was
granted and the DL suspension lifted.
Other
From guardianships to records restriction matters to a wide array of other legal issues, we see many people in
distress as they seek to overcome obstacles which are causing huge problems in their lives. One example:
Rodney had never been to college and never had a student loan. Due to name confusion, the federal student
loan program, which is not required to have a judgment first, started garnishing his wages. He tried to tell them
they were wrong, but it took one of our volunteer attorneys to save the day. Thanks to the efforts of Rob
Matson, the garnishment was stopped and the improperly taken wages were returned.
This is just a very small sampling of what we have been doing so far but it demonstrates the magnitude of the
potential to help our community though increased access to justice.

MGJ JUSTICE BRIGADE
Bill Adams
V. Jim Adams
David Addleton
Danny Akin
Sam Alderman
Robert Berlin
Steven Bloodworth
Timothy Joseph Boyd
Ashlie Brodie
Morris Carr
Craig Childs
Ronald Daniels
Shelley Davidson
Lauren Deal
Michael Deal
Robert Divis
John Fleming
Frank T. Gaddy
Karen Gibson
Emmett Goodman
Joel Grist
Travis Hall
Jennifer Haskins
Kevin B. Hicks
Trineice Hill

Rebekah Hogg
Michael Horner
Eva Hutcherson
Jordan Josey, Jr.
Katherine Kalish
Paula Kapiloff
Lise Kaplan
Michael Lemon
Rob Matson
Mike Mayo
Veronica McClendon
Lori Obenauf
John Reeves
Amanda Richardson
A.James Rockefeller
Alex Sanders
Matthew Sanders
Nyonnohweah Seekie
Honorable William J. Self
Joel Sherlock
Graham Thorpe
Anna Usry
Jenny Walker
Connie Williford
Martin Wilson

OUR SPONSORS
We are deeply grateful to all those who stepped up to be sponsors of this event. You have
helped us reach our fundraising goal for this first ever event for us. We hope to make “A Taste
For Justice” an annual event and more so hope we will be showing you and others each year
that we are worthy of your support.
Platinum - $2500

Silver - $500 (Continued)

Bill & Cheryl Adams
Westmoreland, Patterson, Moseley & Hinson
Connie L. Williford Law Offices

Gina & Grant Greenwood
Mark & Kimberly Toth
Mayo Hill
The Law Offices of Larry K. Moore, LLC

Gold - $1000
Bronze - $250
Adams Law Firm - Brian Adams
Adams, Jordan & Herrington, PC
Anderson, Walker & Reichert, LLP
The Law Office of Jon R. Hawk
Martin Snow, LLP
Middle Georgia Trial Lawyers Association
The Law Offices of Ken Smith, LLC
Nancy Terrill & Camp Bacon
C. Alan Wheeler, P.C.
Silver - $500
Addleton Ltd. Co.
Cathy Cox & Mark Dehler
Donner Law, LLC
Edwards & Bullard, LLP

Debbie & Ron Aickelin
Brodie Law Firm - Ashley Tyson Mackin
Clark, Smith & Sizemore, LLC
Daniels Law - Ron Daniels
Deadwyler-Heuman Law LLC
Edifice Consulting, Inc.
The Frame Game
Grist Law Firm
Jeff & Ellen Hanson
Jeff Smith Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-Kia
Jones Cork, LLP
Katherine & David Kalish
Lanford, Smith & Kapiloff
John T. Mitchell, Jr. LLC
Jack & Laney Sammons
Smith, Hawkins, Hollingsworth & Reeves
- John Reeves

Katherine
&
David
Kalish

Lanford, Smith &
Kapiloff
3590 Vineville
Avenue
Macon, Georgia
31204

The Law Offices of
Ken Smith, LLC
544 Mulberry Street,
Suite 209
Macon, Georgia 31201

(478)787-0258

ADAMS ADR – MEDIATION & ARBITRATION SERVICES
Perfect Place to “Meet in the Middle” of the State

(478)338-9142 | 577 THIRD STREET | MACON, GA 31201
admin@adamsADRservices.com
EXPERIENCED MEDIATORS, STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY, PERSONALIZED SERVICE, AND CONVENIENT LOCATION

Thank you for all the

John T. Mitchell Jr. LLC
great work you do in
3646 Vineville Avenue
the community.
Macon, Georgia 31204
(478)477-8485

Debbie & Ron
Aickelin

Middle Georgia
Trial Lawyers
Association

C. Alan Wheeler, P.C.
637 Cherry Street
Macon, Georgia 31201
(478)216-3038

Nancy Terrill
&
Camp Bacon

Grant & Gina
Greenwood

Mark & Kimberly Toth

Beau Donner
Donner Law, LLC

Cathy Cox & Mark Dehler

The Law Offices of Larry K. Moore, LLC
2965 Vineville Avenue
Macon, Georgia 31204
(478)621-7077

Jack & Laney
Sammons

The Frame Game
David Walsh
4524 Forysth Road,
Suite 106
(478)297-4750

Our Mission
To support and supplement existing systems for providing legal assistance to those in need by
identifying gaps in services, developing new programs, and facilitating collaboration among
existing legal service providers.
Our Vision
That the justice gap in Middle Georgia will be substantially reduced by our efforts to find a way
to provide a lawyer for everyone in Middle Georgia who needs a lawyer but cannot afford one.
Our Board of Directors
Officers
Honorable William P. Adams, Adams Law Firm, President
Timothy W. Floyd, Mercer University School of Law, Vice President
Stuart Walker, Martin Snow, LLP, Secretary
William Gifford, Retired Attorney, Treasurer
Board Members
Brian Adams, Adams Law Firm
Cathy Cox, Mercer University School of Law
Tomieka Daniel, Georgia Legal Services Program Managing Attorney
Ashley Deadwyler-Heuman, Deadwyler Heuman Law Firm, LLC
Daisy H. Floyd, Mercer University School of Law
Brian Jarrard, C. Brian Jarrard, LLC
Paul M. Knott, Paul M. Knott, PC
Veronica McClendon, Macon Bar Executive Committee
John Reeves, Smith, Hawkins, Hollingsworth & Reeves
Albert Reichert, Anderson, Walker & Reichert
Rachael Schell, Georgia Legal Services Program PAI Coordinator
Connie Williford, Law Office of Connie L. Williford
Our Staff
Michael Horner, Executive Director
Debbie L. Aickelin, Office Manager
Middle Georgia Access to Justice Council, Inc.
241 Third Street, Suite 200 * Macon, Georgia 31201
Phone (478)238-0224 Fax (478)207-5082
www.mgajustice.org
Find us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/mgajustice

